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For more news and information about Eastern Suffolk BOCES,  
please visit our website: www.esboces.org

Unexpected and significant snowfall across Long Island has  
spurred delays and cancellations that have affected our schools and 
surrounding communities.
As chief operating officer, one important responsibility is to work with a 
team to make the decision regarding school delays or cancellations. I want 
to share a few thoughts about the process and decision making involved in 
the event Eastern Suffolk BOCES closes due to inclement weather. There 
are many factors that are considered, with the safety of staff and students 
as a main concern. As part of the process, we communicate with the towns, 
the National Weather Service, our Transportation office, our Buildings and 
Grounds office, as well as our component school districts. ESBOCES 
covers approximately 1,000 square miles, requiring us to consider weather 
conditions across the entire region, as well as considering that we have 
staff and students that cross many miles to get to our programs. All of this 

being said, every weather event, and the timing 
of such is different, which further complicates the 
decision-making process. We make every effort to 
make a timely decision so that we can inform our 
students, parents, and staff as early as possible.
With technology in place that allows us to 
communicate quickly to all involved, we are 
now in a position to be able to utilize a delayed 
opening in the event that is the best approach. Parents are asked to keep 
in mind that your district is responsible for the transportation decisions for 
your children. Please be aware of their policy regarding transportation of 
your child during inclement weather events.
Let’s hope for an early spring and that the remainder of winter goes out like 
a lamb. Thank you for your ongoing support and understanding.

State Senator Kenneth LaValle recently visited the Eastern Long 
Island Academy of Applied Technology at Bixhorn Technical Center.  
The STEM school is part of the Academy, which was formerly referred to 
as Career and Technical Education.
Senator LaValle is responsible for introducing legislation last year to 
allow for the creation of county-wide STEM schools. STEM stands for 
science, technology, engineering, and math. Registration for the STEM 
High School will begin this spring and classes will commence at the start 
of the 2014-2015 school year. The full-day STEM program is open to 11th 

and 12th graders. 
The first year of the 
program will focus on 

exploration for students, and the second year will be more specialized 
and include job shadowing, internships, guest speakers, and field trips. 
Students are able to earn college credits and there are STEM-related 
extracurricular activities such as a robotics program and a coding club.
Director of Career, Technical, and Adult Education Leah Arnold said, 
“Students need more exposure as to what is out there in the workforce. 
Today’s STEM courses are very removed from daily practice, which 
doesn’t allow students to maximize its benefits. Our STEM High School 
will provide project-based learning to mesh students’ talents and interests 
with career opportunities.”
For more information, call Program Administrator for Career, Technical, 
and Adult Education Rob Van Brunt, at 631-419-1628.  In this Issue...
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ESBOCES administrators with 
Senator Ken LaValle (center) 
include, from left: District 
Superintendent Dean Lucera; 
Associate Superintendent for 
Educational Services Dr. Peggie 
Staib; Chief Operating Officer 
Dr. Julie Lutz; and Director of 
Career, Technical, and Adult 
Education Leah Arnold.

Senator Supports Region’s First STEM High School

Message from Chief Operating Officer Dr. Julie Davis Lutz
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Students in Laurie Jessen’s Pharmacy Technician class are interning locally where they are 
learning how to interpret prescriptions using a patient profile system, count medications, 
provide customer service, and perform inventory control. Pharmacy technicians assist licensed 
pharmacists in providing medication and other health care products to patients.
Interning at Walgreen’s in Medford are college-bound students Michelle Lituma, Longwood 
CSD, and Kyle Hickey, Shoreham-Wading River CSD.
The Eastern Long Island Academy of Applied Technology students at Bixhorn Technical Center 
began their internships through ESBOCES’ Work Experience Coordinator Rosaria Broesler, 
who explained that the Pharmacy Technician Program prepares students for the National 
Certification Exam through the Pharmacy Technician Certification Board. Among the career 
placements available to those who complete the course are working in a hospital, outpatient 
center, or physicians’ offices. Another option is they can become a pharmaceutical manufacturer 
or wholesaler. Advanced credit is available from Monroe College to qualifying students.

Pharmacy Students Intern Locally

Walgreen’s Sara Fitz (center) is guiding Academy students 
Kyle Hickey and Michelle Lutima during their internship.

To win appointment to the United States Air Force 
Academy (USAFA), you must be of good moral 
character and meet high leadership, academic, 
physical, and medical standards.
On December 15, 2013, Nicholas Heide, Port 
Jefferson UFSD, was nominated by Congressman 
Timothy Bishop to attend the USAFA at Colorado 
Springs, CO.
Nicholas said, “I proved to the Congressman’s 
service admissions board that I am a motivated 
and talented young individual seeking a career in 
aviation. I also expressed my deep appreciation 
for the benefits I have received from the Suffolk 
Aviation Academy of Eastern Long Island 
Academy of Applied Technology. The Academy 

has readied me for my future career in aviation. It has 
been one of the most challenging and exciting educational 
experiences I have ever had.”
Professional Pilot Teacher Lou Ballester said, “Nick is a 
second year student in the Professional Pilot Program. 
He has taken the challenge to become a private pilot 
very seriously. This course is comprised of subjects 
such as aerodynamics, history, navigation, meteorology, 
propulsion systems, and physiology.”
Nicholas passed his Federal Aviation Administration 
Private Pilot written exam and has flown solo in a Cessna 
172 aircraft. At present, Nicholas is preparing for his 
cross country flights from Brookhaven to Hartford, CT, 
and Poughkeepsie, NY. Mr. Ballester added that Nick is 
in the top five percent of the class.

Professional Pilot Student Nominated for USAFA by Congressman

Congressman Timothy Bishop and 
Nicholas Heide during a reception held 
at the Coram Fire Department.

Administrators Meet With L.I. Metro Business Action
On January 17, 2014, ESBOCES leaders met with the Long Island Metro Business Action (LIMBA) 
group at Milliken Technical Center. LIMBA consists of Long Island-based businesses that are 
dedicated to promoting and addressing issues that affect the quality of life here on the Island. At 
the meeting, attendees had the opportunity to network, share ideas, and learn from one another, in 
addition to hearing firsthand about the recently launched STEM High School and important concerns 
in public education. Local officials and other leaders in education were also in attendance.
STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math) is part of the recently introduced Eastern Long 
Island Academy of Applied Technology. Working to strengthen ties with local and regional business 
communities benefits both parties. Students develop a more accurate idea of what is expected of 
them in the workforce. Conversely, the business community gains entry-level employees with the 
in-demand skill sets they require.
Director of Career, Technical, and Adult Education Leah Arnold, who gave the presentation on the 
STEM High School, said, “Times have changed. Schools and businesses need to work together as 
their successes are intertwined in many ways. Additionally, providing a forum for the Long Island 
business community to listen to and comment upon today’s critical issues in public education is 
imperative; the more stakeholders are involved, the better prepared our students will be for the 
workforce of tomorrow.”

New York State Education Department Assistant 
Commissioner of School Operations Charles 
A. Szuberla, Jr., and ESBOCES Divisional 
Administrator of Career, Technology, and Adult 
Education Barbara Egloff, attend the ESBOCES-
LIMBA meeting.
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Satish sits at a desk while working in the IT Department  
of REVCO.

Student Gains Valuable Industry Experience

Police Aviation Command Hosts Students
Students in the Suffolk Aviation Academy’s Professional Pilot Program were given a tour of 
the Suffolk County Police Aviation Command in Ronkonkoma.
The aviation section is equipped with four helicopters, one twin-engine Eurocopter EC 
145, and three single-engine Eurocopter AS-350B2 patrol helicopters. The Eastern Long 
Island Academy of Applied Technology students were given a close-up look at the aircraft 
used in the command for search and rescue, emergency medical transport, and criminal 
investigation. Work Based Learning Coordinator Rosaria Broesler said, “Community-based 
work experiences like worksite tours enhance and enrich the career readiness instruction 
the students receive.”
Professional Pilot Teacher Lou Ballester said, “The field trips our students participate in are 
designed to make them aware of the various careers available in the aviation field. It also 
provides an opportunity for our students to speak with the helicopter pilots directly. They 
learn that they were first police officers on a regular beat before becoming pilots. The pilots 
also told the students what they need to do to become a medic or maintenance technician.”

Professional Pilot Program students get a close-up look at 
the helicopters used by pilots at the Suffolk County Police 
Aviation Command in Ronkonkoma.

Satish Mohan, a Southampton UFSD student enrolled in the Eastern Long Island 
Academy of Applied Technology’s Computer Technology Program at the Bixhorn 
Technical Center, is participating in an internship through the efforts of Work Experience 
Coordinator Rosaria Broesler. She said, “Students who participate in the internship 
program gain valuable industry experience, professional employer references, 
communication, and employability skills. Many of them get hired as a result of a job 
well done.  ESBOCES business and industry partners love our kids!  It’s a great way for 
them to give back to the community and help to grow their future workforce.”
REVCO, a lighting supply company, has a showroom in Southampton. Satish is 
assisting the department managers with the functions of the company’s computer 
components: repair, operating systems, network, and Internet security.  Satish began 
his internship this past summer and will continue through the 2013-2014 school year.

The New York State finals of the National Automotive Technology Competition were 
recently held at the Greater New York Automobile Dealers Association (GNYADA) 
Training Center in Whitestone, NY. Eastern Long Island Academy of Applied 
Technology students from Ward Technical Center in Riverhead, also known as 
Team Mazda, captured second place.
Students Ted Beach, Southold UFSD, and Jeffrey Yac, Westhampton Beach UFSD, 
from Team Mazda, each received a $1,000 GNYADA scholarship.
Additionally, they were offered scholarships to New England Institute of Technology, 
UTI/MMI/NASCAR Technical Institute, Ohio Technical College, and Lincoln 
Technical Institute. Each received a Snap-On three-piece plier set as well.
Teams worked on a “bugged” vehicle and had to identify and repair all problems.
They also had to complete six work stations, including: professional interviewing, 
writing repair orders, electric and hybrid vehicle safety, performing an inspection, 
balancing tires, and troubleshooting an electronic circuit board.
Team Subaru, represented by Francesco Nicotra and Eric Downs, both from 
Hampton Bays UFSD, also competed at the state competition.

Ward Tech Strikes Again – Second Place 
Winners – Auto Tech Competition

Eastern Long Island Academy of Applied Technology students Ted 
Beach, Southold UFSD, and Jeffrey Yac, Westhampton Beach UFSD, 
placed second and each received a $1,000 GNYADA scholarship.
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Students Donate to Kent Animal Shelter

The spirit of the Winter Olympics was alive and well 
at Premm Learning Center on January 28 when the 
staff transformed the gymnasium into an Olympic 
Village complete with games for students. Premm 
Learning Center (PLC) serves developmentally 
delayed students from ages 5-21. The activities, 
created to resemble winter games, integrated 
several types of therapies (physical, speech, 
occupational), academics, and other life skills, 
such as vision, to provide students with a wonderful 
educational experience.
To make the gym look like a winter wonderland, snowflakes were 
suspended from the ceiling around the winter-themed activity stations. 
The stations included throwing Styrofoam snowballs, which employed 

gross motor skills; transforming teachers 
into snowmen using hats, scarves and 
other articles, which required placing the 
correct garment on the appropriate area and 
utilizing fine motor skills; “ice skating” on an 
area rug where students had to color match 
a pair of shoe-box-type ice skates and 
use gross motor skills to skate; and other 
activities that blended multiple techniques.
“The staff went above and beyond to create 
this experience for our students and their 
work was second-to-none,” explained 
Principal Carolynn Hansen. “The Premm 
Winter Games gave students a multi-

sensory, multi-skills arena in which to have a fun-filled day that allowed 
them to apply a range of academics and a combination of therapies.  
We are very grateful for everyone’s efforts to make this possible.”

Here’s dedication and persistence for you. In just 15 days, students 
in the Animal Science Program at Bixhorn Technical Center collected 
cartons of towels, food, bones, and quilts. In addition to the non-
perishable items, they raised $600 and donated everything to the Kent 
Animal Shelter in Calverton.
The Kent Animal Shelter is a private, not-for-profit humane society that 
provides a haven for homeless, abused, and abandoned animals until 
new homes can be found for them. The shelter never destroys an animal 
unless incurably ill. Linda MacDonald, Kent office manager, accepted 
the $600 and other sundries explaining that the donation would be “life 
changing” for the animals. “One hundred percent will go directly to the 
care and feeding of these homeless animals,” she said.
The students said they heard a public service announcement (PSA) on 
the radio that Kent needed donations. They asked their teacher, Lisa 
Mongiello, if they could hold a fundraiser. They raised the money by 
selling candy grams and muffins.

Ms. Mongiello 
said, “I am using 
the Mutt-i-grees 
curriculum in 
my classroom. 
The goal is to 
develop and 
i m p l e m e n t 
initiatives that 
support calm, 
confident, and 
caring kids. It’s an approach to teaching students social, emotional, 
and critical skills that will help them when interacting with people  
and animals.”
Students enrolled in the Animal Science Program are preparing for 
careers related to working with animals. The course affords advanced 
college credit from Suffolk County Community College.

Animal Science Program students present $600 and assorted 
sundries to Kent Animal Shelter Office Manager Linda MacDonald.

Matthew of Mount Sinai UFSD enjoys the toboggan during 
the school’s “Winter Olympics.”

Winter Olympics, 
Academics, and Therapies

Blood Drive Draws Donors
The New York Blood Center (NYBC) partnered with the 2013 Super Bowl 
Host Committee to sponsor the Super Community Blood Drive. The catch 
phrase was Give blood and join the world’s biggest huddle! 
Those who donated prior to January 17 were entered into a sweepstakes for 
a pair of tickets to Super Bowl XLVIII (valued at $2,500).
Academy nurse assisting students at Milliken Technical Center huddled with 
NYBC to hold a blood drive. This community service served as an opportunity 
for them to learn firsthand how blood is drawn and provide awareness to the 
community about the importance of donating blood. The students also used 
their customer service skills learned in the Nurse Assisting Program.
Nurse Assisting Teacher Jane Doherty, RN, said, “We collected 48 units of 
whole blood, which could save up to 144 lives. Not bad for our first blood 
drive. We look forward to doing it again next year.”

Academy medical assisting and nurse assisting students collectively 
said they wanted to help others. They are seen completing forms prior 
to giving blood. Back (l to r) Laura Valencia, Middle Country CSD, and 
Jessica Lepage and Carolyn Kistinger, Connetquot CSD. Front (l to r) 
Christina Cipriano, Middle Country CSD; Jennifer Lopez, Islip UFSD; and 
Samantha Harris, Middle Country CSD.
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Who doesn’t like making a gingerbread house for the holidays? It’s a 
tradition, right? In the Introduction to Cooking Program at the Islip Career 
Center, Chef Mike Frankson has taken the building of a gingerbread 
house to a new level.
“It begins with a homework assignment,” said Chef Frankson. “The 
students have to find a gingerbread dough recipe and an icing recipe.” 
The students use iPads and the Internet to find decorating tips and 
ideas to design and assemble their houses. They use the skills they are 
learning in the classroom.
Henry, Brentwood UFSD, said, “I work with the ambulance department 
in Brentwood so I knew that my gingerbread house would be a hospital.” 
Henry used toy emergency vehicles and strategically placed them around 
his gingerbread creation.
The gingerbread houses are entered into a classroom competition. 
Everyone is a winner who enters but there are first, second, and third 
place winners as well. Members of the staff volunteer to be judges. When 

there is a tie, Chef Barry Rosenthal from the Food Preparation Program 
is asked to cast the tie-breaking vote.
The first, second, and third place winners were Ty, Three Village CSD; 
Kat, Connetquot CSD; and Charles, Brentwood UFSD. Charles shared 
that he adheres to a gluten-free diet so he offered some free advice. He 
said, “I modify the gingerbread recipe and use rice flour instead.”

Building Gingerbread Houses 
is a Tradition

Students pose with Chef Frankson and their gingerbread houses.

The Animal Science Program at Ward Technical Center held its first 
on-site low cost veterinary clinic. Dr. Jack Heller and Veterinarian 
Technician (VT) Margaret from the Westhampton Beach Animal 
Hospital volunteered their time to provide care to over 20 animals. 
Animal Science Teacher Lori Beckmann said, “The students have an 
opportunity to work with a wide variety of animals in the classroom and 
we simulate procedures performed in veterinary hospitals. Having Dr. 
Heller and VT Margaret share their knowledge with the students on 
how to perform a complete examination, draw blood, and administer 
vaccinations, reinforces what they are learning in the classroom. There’s 
nothing like learning something firsthand from an expert in the field.”
Dr. Jack Heller, owner of the Westhampton Beach Animal Hospital, is 
known for his compassionate care of animals. He said, “This was a good 
experience for me to meet the students in their school environment.”
The students welcomed customers, checked and completed any 
necessary paperwork for the animals, and weighed and took the 
temperature of each animal before Dr. Heller began the examination.
The low-cost vet clinic services included examinations, rabies vaccines, 
feline leukemia vaccines, blood panel, flea treatment, stool analysis, and 
more. The prices ranged from $10 - $40. Ms. Beckmann said, “We are 
planning on offering the low-cost veterinary clinic again during 2014.”

Veterinarian Technician Margaret holds a dog so Dr. Heller can draw blood. Rebecca and 
Raquan watch and learn.

Students Learn Firsthand From a Vet

Premm Principal Carolynn 
Hansen adds a student’s 
link to the chain known as 
“Pink Links for Love.”

A $500 donation check is presented to the Good Samaritan Health Care 
Foundation. Pictured are (l to r) Premm School Nurse Jeanne Fitzpatrick; Principal 
Carolynn Hansen; Good Samaritan’s Bonnie Edsal and Theresa Jacobellis; 
student Sarai of Brentwood UFSD; and Special Education Aide Eileen Johnson.

Premm Learning Center staff and students raised $500 to 
donate to the Good Samaritan Health Care Foundation in West 
Islip. Using pink paper cutout links with individual messages 
and names on them, the school showed its support to those 
fighting breast cancer by contributing to the foundation. Each 
link represents a $1 donation. The links were attached and 
strung through the hallway as a symbol of accomplishment 
and for breast cancer awareness. The funds are designated 
for services that include genetic counseling and transportation 
vouchers so patients can get to treatment facilities.

School Contributes 
to Health Care Foundation



The Career and Technical Adult Education (CTAE) Program has received 
a $2,500 Wal-Mart Local Community Contribution Grant. Administrative 
Coordinator for Adult Education Vicki McGrath said, “The goal of this initiative 
is to help the long-term unemployed re-enter the workforce, as well as to help 
students find their first job.”
The CTAE Program at Ward Technical Center (WTC) will offer the community 
an opportunity to attend career readiness training workshops that will educate 
the community on the array of services ESBOCES offers. Services include 
programs that meet the employment needs of the region’s workforce, as well 
as Adult Basic Education/Adult Secondary Education classes and English for 
Speakers of Other Languages.
All students will have access to the WTC Employment Resource Center. 
Program Administrator Donna Singer said, “The center can provide students 
with guidance, skill development, and career-building opportunities that will be 
useful throughout their lifetime as they enter the workforce, change careers, or 
advance their careers.”

Building a pyramid of cookies takes skill. Baking the cookies to build the pyramid takes skill. Keeping the 
tradition going year after year takes commitment. Introduction to Cooking Chef Mike Frankson, at the 
Islip Career Center, is committed to teaching his students the skills they need to achieve in the real world.
Baking can teach students many things. They learn valuable lessons in math, science, reading, following 
directions, problem solving, cleaning up, patience, and giving joy. “The students don’t just make one 
kind of cookie; they learn to bake several kinds which means they have to work with several different 
recipes,” said Chef Frankson. After baking the cookies, the students learn the fine art of building a 
cookie pyramid.
Said Chef Frankson, “They start with a flat simple cookie like a gingerbread or chocolate chip, then add 
a layer of color with, say, a rainbow cookie or decorated sugar cookie. They have to balance the layers 
with the weight because we make one pound and two-pound arrangements.”
It was gratifying for the students to take home an arrangement of cookies for their families; but maybe 
even more satisfying, they made platters of cookies for less fortunate families and gifted platters to 
ESBOCES support staff throughout the building.

Pictured are (l to r) Program Administrator for Literacy and Adult Education 
Donna Singer; Administrative Coordinator for Adult Education Vicki McGrath; 
Adult Education Literacy/Vocational Counselor Erin Sellek; and Administrative 
Coordinator for Jail Education Robert Dembia (l to r) pose with Wal-Mart 
representative Becky McFadden.

Longwood CSD’s Devina displays her pyramid  
of cookies.

Wal-Mart Community Grant Presented to ESBOCES

Baking Traditions and Inspiration for Students

Basketball is a sport that teaches kids how to work together and provides 
good physical exercise. Special Education Teacher Patrick Brennan 
said, “For the past four years, the students from the Bellport Academic 
Center (BAC) have been given the opportunity to work collaboratively 
with students at Brookhaven Learning Center (BLC).”
Academically speaking, the BLC students learn the rules of the game and 
basketball terminology. They learn to identify things like the backboard, 
foul line, sideline, center court circle, basket, and net. Students practice 
hand-eye coordination and understand that the ultimate objective of 
basketball is to score points by throwing the ball through the basket. 
Mr. Leach said, “BLC students look forward to practicing their basketball 
skills with the BAC students.”
Physical Education Teachers Kevin Culhane and James Leach from 
BAC and BLC, respectively, worked with Special Education Teachers 
Dylan Carioscia and Patrick Brennan on the collaborative endeavor.  
Mr. Culhane said, “BAC Student Council members who exhibited the 
highest level of good behavior were given the opportunity to participate 
in the team-building experience with the BLC students.”

Team Building and Basketball

BAC and BLC students gather after playing basketball together.
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Mr. Brennan said, “The students worked on shuffle passes, lay-ups, and 
give and go,” which is when they give/pass the ball to a teammate and 
then go and get open for a pass back or rebound. Mr. Brennan said, “Next 
semester we hope to have a basketball playoff and we also aspire to play 
students from other buildings across ESBOCES.”



STARLAB Opens the Night Sky to Students
An inflatable STARLAB portable 
planetarium was erected at Brookhaven 
Learning Center (BLC). It’s a great way to 
appreciate the night sky.
For six years, Speech Teacher Donna 
Fort-Brennan and Special Education 
Teacher Drew Girolamo have provided this 
educational opportunity to students and 
staff. They learned how to use STARLAB 
through a Mid East Suffolk Teacher 
Center (MESTRACT) course offering. 
MESTRACT provides professional 
development and resources to support 
student achievement. Ms. Fort-Brennan said, “This is a very sensory 
experience for our students.”
Each year the students look forward to the in-school field trip. A book 
was chosen that aligns with the Common Core Standards and this 

year it was Follow the Drinking Gourd about  
civil rights. “The students understand that  
freedom is about making a choice.” Ms. Fort-
Brennan explained.
After everyone assembled in STARLAB, the lights 
were turned off and Mr. Girolamo turned on the 
projector. A night sky was dotted with stars. They 
read Follow the Drinking Gourd using iPads. After 
a short discussion about freedom and choices, 
a bag filled with cloth pom-poms, symbolizing 
“freedom stars,” was passed around. Each 
student chose one and stated what they had the 
freedom to choose. Each pom-pom was placed on 

a blanket, the lights were extinguished, and the “freedom stars” were 
thrust up into the night sky. When the lights came back on, the night sky 
was replete with stars again, but this time they included the “freedom 
stars” of BLC students.

A student picks a “freedom star” (pom-pom).

Standing in the boardroom are (l to r) Bryan, Sachem CSD; Michael, Longwood 
CSD; Cora Weule-Sparwasser, teacher; William, Miller Place UFSD; Timothy, 
Southampton UFSD; Rich Chiorando, Austin & Williams CCO; Jeff Mclary, teacher 
assistant; (seated) Mike, Sachem CSD; Kody, West Islip UFSD; and Robert and 
Brendon, Islip UFSD.

Remembering Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Learning about Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., the man and his legacy, was front 
and center at the Premm Learning Center. Lessons for the school’s 110 
developmentally disabled children concluded with each of them writing acts 
of kindness on white cutouts of doves to serve as symbols of peace. The 
students shared their writings with classmates and sang together Michael 
Jackson’s Heal the World. The paper doves are now hanging in the hallways. 
On the Friday before the Monday holiday when schools would be closed, 
Principal Carolynn Hansen had a surprise for the students; live doves 
were released outside the school. Filled with excitement, the children got 
a close-up look at a live dove before the three remaining were released  
by White Wings NY, a local company that provides ceremonial birds for 
special occasions.
Special Education Teacher Helene Davis said, “We’ve been teaching the 
students about what a great man Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was, spreading 
the message that all should be treated equally and fairly.”

Six-year-old Lauren, Bay Shore 
UFSD, holds her paper dove as 
she looks up at the live doves 
circling the building before flying 
home. With her are Special 
Education Teacher Valerie 
Sparkes (left) and Special 
Education Aide Maureen Voos.

Preston, from the Brentwood UFSD, 
displays his paper dove with the message 
that he includes his friends in activities. With 
him is Principal Carolynn Hansen.
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Students in the Computer Graphic Arts class at Islip Career Center recently 
visited Austin & Williams, an advertising agency in Hauppauge. The students 
were greeted by Chief Creative Officer Rick Chiorando and escorted to the 
boardroom for a meet-and-greet session. “The students felt like professionals 
as they sat around the large wood table in posh leather chairs,” said Teacher 
Cora Weule-Sparwasser. After introducing themselves, the teens discussed the 
creative process, learned about Austin & Williams’ clients and employees, and 
heard what a typical workday is like at one of the 100 fastest growing agencies, 
according to The Agency Post, a marketing publication.
The welcoming staff provided a tour of the offices, creative department, 
mailroom, editing department, and executive lunchroom. “The students got a 
real sense of what it would be like to work for a full-service advertising agency,” 
reported Ms. Weule-Sparwasser. Mr. Chiorando asked the students to email 
him some of their work and offered to give them a real client job to see what the 
teens could do. “They can’t wait to get started,” declared the teacher.

A Computer Graphics Field Trip



struggling with invisible wounds such as post-
traumatic stress and depression, find peace and 
optimism with canine companions. In many cases,  
the dogs provide relief from nightmares and 
hypervigilance. The trainer visited the students and 

reemphasized procedures they’ve 
learned in class and that are 
performed in veterinary hospitals, 
grooming shops, and kennels.
Ms. Konnerth prepares her students 
for career opportunities in zoos and 
wildlife facilities, humane societies, 
and animal control facilities, as well 
as in diagnostic laboratories and  
biomedical research. Animal Science 
can be used as a college preparatory 
course for those interested  
in furthering their education in  
applied sciences.
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Paws of War Help Returning Troops

Students Intern at LIRR Repair Site

Canine Council Trainer Tuncay Adem works with all breeds of dogs in preparation 
of Partnerships with Wounded Veterans. Recently, he visited Lisa Konnerth’s Animal 
Science students at the Islip Career Center, representing the Paws of War program.
As a dog trainer, Mr. Adem knows the value of companionship dogs can offer 
to those with handicaps and especially U.S. war veterans. Returning troops 

Preserving Long Island’s rich railroading heritage, the 
Long Island Railroad Museum invites ESBOCES students 
to its Riverhead restoration site, which is located at the 
junction of the North and South Forks. Part of the parcel 
is owned by the Metropolitan Transportation Authority and 
is used for equipment repair and storage. Transportation 
Services Teacher James Leopard made the arrangements 
for his special career education students at Ward 
Technical Center to intern there. They are working on three 
assignments at the museum: rail inspection/repair; interior 
car body component replacement on a circa 1950 double-
decker passenger railcar; and a railroad signal installation.
The Transportation Service course is part of a 
comprehensive, four-course Automotive Technology 
Program, which provides students with instruction in 
automotive technology, auto body repair, and small engine 
repair. The internship program provides all students with 
actual on-the-job experience in a related community-based 
setting. Career opportunities are in the field of auto body 
repair and refinishing, automotive front end and brakes, 
auto engine overhaul, and small engine repair.

Student Corey, Riverhead CSD, examines the condition of rails 
looking for loose hardware and ties that need replacement.

Student Tyquan, 
Hampton Bays 
UFSD, uses a 
track measuring 
tool to check the 
gauge between 
two rails.
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Guest Speaker Tuncay Adem (second from left) poses with Teacher Lisa Konnerth, her 
students, and the dogs visiting the class.
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